






HUMAN SERVICES AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Council of the Gourity of Maui 

April 20, 2001 

MASTER JOHN VILLIARIMO: Hi. My name is John Villiarimo. 

MISS KA'AUAMO: Aloha. My name is Nani Ka'auamo. 

MASTER N. VILLIARIMO: My name is Nicholas Villiarimo. 

MISS EMMSLEY: Aloha. My name is Camellia Emmsley. 

MASTER JOSEPH VILLIARIMO: By the Year 2004, we see Hana as being a 
self-sustaining, culturally-proud community whose strength comes from the 
'ohana (family), and their connection to the 'aina (the land). We believe that 
Hana has potentially .. .the potential to change into more ... more powerful 
community where the people are able to learn about their issues and solve them 
positively. Our concerns, we feel the most important issues are: Drug, alcohol 
Abuse and underage drinking, drinking and driving, water shortages, and police 
abusing privileges. 

One action step we would like to take is to develop a community learning 
conference which will address the many concerns and community faces and find 
solutions. Our goal is to make Hana a better living environment for the people of 
Hana, showing families and youths some positive alternatives that they can take; 
being culturally aware of their responsibilities in their natural environment; to take 
positive initiatives; get to know new community members. We will turn these 
obstacles into opportunity by building the confidence and self-esteem of the 
community which will open new perspectives and positive lifestyles. 

At this time, I would like to take a special mahalo for Robert Carroll, and fOL . .for 
supporting the Youth Conference. And thank you all for allowing us to speak. 

At this time, do you guys have any questions? 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Commissioners, any questions? Mr. Nishiki. 

COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Thank you. 1...1...1 see in your four issues of concern, 
you mentioned police abuse privileges. And then you go to address it by saying 
that your goal is to take positive initiatives to get to know new community 
members a ... i.e., police officers. What kind of abusive privileges have 
been ... have you identified that our police department have been ... 

MASTER JOSEPH VILLIARIMO: Well ... 

COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: ... neglectful of doing? 
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MASTER JOSEPH VILLIARIMO: ... the police in Hana tend to, I guess, we usually 
catch the ... the, how do you say, uh, you know, either people are retiring or the 
rookies, the people that are just coming. So, then, the ... the rookies mainly just 
have to make their points or not really that sure, I don't know really why they 
seem to have such a impact, but all the new cops, they just seem to be more 
negative towards the community members. I've just heard that a lot, I haven't 
really had an ... any experience, but that's just what I hear. But as ... as ... as far as I 
know, I try to be friends with the cops and it seems to work, you know, I haven't 
get any problems. I'd ... 1 say the best thing we can do as a community is to, when 
we see a new cop, uh, a new police officer coming in, to actually make a point to 
be their friend, to get to know them and then maybe it won't be so negative. At 
least then when the students, maybe if you as Council members, could ... could 
maybe schedule meetings where, at the school, where the police officers can 
come to our school and they can address the elementary students and the high 
school students and that way everyone get to know them as by name, so that 
next time when they see 'em, if they so happen to pull over their parents, it'll be 
like, "Oh! Hi, officer, how you doing?" Then, you know what I mean, then it 
wouldn't be so negative and, you know, it can be ... it's like. Any thing else? 
Thank you. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Any further questions? If not, I have a question. What would be 
the ... the employment opportunities that you would like to see in Hana? 

MASTER JOSEPH VILLIARIMO: Well, we have this program, Kukulu Kumuhana. It 
was a pretty big grant and, well, that has its own grant and it has its own basic 
places where we can spend the money. As of right now, we have employment 
opportunities for more ... more or less, uh, educators. We need more educators 
within the program itself. We have the means, we have everything, we just need 
more support in-community support is the main one, because it has to do with 
the school and all the students within the school. So, if, I say if we have more 
parental support, Council support, I say this could be a really good, uh, 
employment opportunity for everyone being that the hotel is not a very good thing 
at all-it's just like going down. But, other than that, yeah. Better get back to the 
land, I say, that's the best... 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you, Hana. 

MASTER JOSEPH VILLIARIMO: ... that's the best form of work .... (Iaughter) ... 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you, Hana .... (applause) ... Would you like to introduce 
our next group? 

MASTER JOSEPH VILLIARIMO: I'm sorry, Kihei. ... (applause) ... 
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Pause while the Kihei group approaches the podium. 

MISS YOUNG: Aloha. I'm Kam Yai Young and we are representing the community of 
Kihei. 

MISS BLUMBERG: I'm Osheana and I go to Seabury Hall. 

MISS KING: My name is Jenna King and I've lived in Kihei my whole life. 

MASTER ZARRO: Hi. My name is William Zarro and I go to Lokelani Intermediate. 

MISS YOUNG: Okay. Good afternoon, Chairman, and good afternoon, Council 
members. In the past two, thank you, in the past two days, we have gone over 
important issues in our community and we have found four: Excessive 
development; native habitats lost; no high schools in Kihei; and lack of 
communication between government and citizens. 

These concerns have caused us to form a mission. We believe that through 
proper water management, planning and control, the population growth and 
development will be achieved. Our vision for the future is that by 2005, we see 
Kihei maintaining a small-town lifestyle with lots of open space, nice beaches and 
healthy native plants. 

To begin moving towards our vision, we will focus on controlling wir ... water usage 
by research water laws; talk to the Water Board, also Skippy Hao; do stream flow 
studies and review carrying capacity of the water, the land and the road of ... of 
Maui; reserving open space; planting native plants; and educating people about 
Kihei's water issues. We believe that the excessive development occurring in 
our present day community can be controlled by making development aware that 
our small island has limited resources. With rapid growth, our source of water 
could be especially defi. .. devastated. 

Mahalo for your time and your ears. We appreciate your interest in our vision of 
the future and we will look forward to your continual support of involvement we 
have in our com ... in our community. Kihei is a great place to live and ... 

KIHEI GROUP: ... we hope to keep it that way! ., .(Iaughter) ... 

MISS YOUNG: Mahalo, again. Any questions? 

CHAIR CARROLL: Commissions, I mean, excuse me, Council members . 
. . . (Iaughter). .. Mr. Arakawa. 
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COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: In part of your presentation, you're talking about, uh, 
keeping open space. When I was chairman of the Planning Committee for the 
Council, when we went to Kihei, one of the areas we looked at is the beach 
reserve area and putting in a walkway ... walk ... walking/bicycle path pretty much 
through the entire Kihei area from Azeka's all the through to Wailea. Is this ... that 
something in your vision you see as desirable. 

MISS YOUNG: A bicycle path? 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Walking bicycle path along the beach? 

MISS YOUNG: Yeah. That would be great. Urn, also, we're mostly talking about the 
land that is already there, like on the right side of Maui Meadows, all the way 
down the beaches, along Makena side, just along the shoreline. It needs to be 
conserved in a way, just so you keep the lifestyle of Kihei, you know, going. It's 
cruise, it's sunny, everybody is happy, no need for traffic. . .. (Iaughter) ... 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Bob, just a quick call. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Proceed. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: If we were to create that walking path/bike path, 
would you use it? 

MISS YOUNG: Yes. I think many people would because most people take to the 
highways when they run and walk because there's not many places to go, and 
it's kinda dangerous, it's very dangerous. I mean, there's cars, the poIJution from 
the back of the cars, you know. So, if they had a place to go run that's safe, a 
nice area with, you know, plants and trees and stuff, they'd take advantage of it. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Thank you very much. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any, uh, Ms. Johnson. 

VICE-CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes. I really thank you guys for coming today. One of the 
things we're considering, one of the things I know that I've been pushing for real 
hard is the carrying-capacity study. So, we're do ... going through our budget now. 

MISS YOUNG: Uh-huh. 

VICE-CHAIR JOHNSON: You ... would you support putting in money in our budget this 
year to do a carrying-capacity study? 
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MISS YOUNG: Yeah. Definitely. 

VICE-CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. Great. Thank you. 

MISS YOUNG: I didn't know what else to say .... (chuckle) ... 

CHAIR CARROLL: Mr. Molina. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Thanks for coming down here 
you guys. And what you folks are doing today is not easy, and that goes for all 
the groups who have gone up there to testify in front of us, so I really applaud 
you folks efforts. You mentioned here that you want that new high school and I 
surely hope you do get it. What kinds of facilities would you like to see in your 
new high school? ., .(pause) ... Swimming pool ... (inaudible) ... 

MISS YOUNG: Yeah. Swimming pool ... (Iaughter) ... , urn, sorry. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Sorry, I thought I'd throw that out there .... (Iaughter) ... 

MISS BLUMBERG: We don't need a whole bunch of like special and fancy things. Just 
a school so we don't have to go into Maui High or Baldwin, the, you know, all the 
time. Just so there could be something at home in Kihei. I mean, the, uh, pool 
would be great, but it doesn't need anything, like grand. 

MISS YOUNG: It would probably bring more unity to the community too, by saying, 
Kihei has a high school. You know how other communities like Maui High or 
Baldwin are very enthusiastic into their sports? So, if we have a place, like we 
have a football team now, maybe all the kids would more so get together, 
community would be more tight, more unity between each other, you know. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Very good. Thank you. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Mr. Nishiki. Thank you very much Kihei. 
... (applause) ... 

MISS YOUNG: Thank you. 

MASTER ZARRO: Our next group is Lahaina. . .. (pause). .. Our next group is 
Lahaina. 

Pause while the Lahaina group approaches the podium. 
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MASTER PEREZ: Good afternoon, Council members. My name is Tony Perez. 

MASTER SCHWANZ: My name is Calvin Schwanz. 

MASTER MCFARLAND: My name is Eric McFarland. 

MASTER MARCHELLO: Hello. My name is Kainoa Marchello. 

MASTER TWITCHELL: My name is BobbyTwitcheli. 

MASTER ROGERS: My name is Dane Rogers. 

MISS SENESAC: My name is Valerie. 

MASTER IKAIKA KAPU: Aloha. My name is Ikaika Kapu. 

MASTER PETERSON: My name is Trent Peterson. 

MISS MILBOURN: Hi. I'm Jessica Milbourn. 

MISS LASCO: My name Alexa Lasco. 

MASTER JACOB KAPU: My name is Jacob Kapu. 

MASTER SCHWANZ: Aloha. We, the youth of West Maui present to you our four 
major issues. Our priorities are: The lack of family and youth activities, land 
overdevelopment, under-funding of schools and, also, drugs. For the future of 
our community we have created solutions for some of these problems. 

One solution is to build a skate park and other activities focused on older youth. 
Our main objective is to create an agricultural park in the bare cane fields of 
Lahaina. Our park will contain native plants, taro patches, and fishponds. It will 
teach everyone about the native Hawaiian culture; give everyone something to 
do; help prevent the dust problems; and make Lahaina much greener. 

Thank you for hearing us and may you put our thoughts into consideration . 
. . . (applause) ... 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. 

MASTER MCFARLAND At this moment, right now, we're ready to accept any 
questions. 
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CHAIR CARROLL: Mr. Kane. 

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Parental involvement. How do you 
folks see yourselves achieving communication between you and, let's start off, 
with your own parents-talking about what we're talking about today? 

MASTER MARCHELLO: Well, I think we should just go to our parents and just talk to 
'em about, like almost, like at...at dinner, if you have parents around, you should 
talk to 'em about your day. And you, uh, if we get the environmental park there, 
they might be able to help us or give ideas to, urn, how to make it work or 
different plants that could be used. And they could help ... help in the 
development of it too. 

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Right on. Thank you. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Mr. Nishiki. 

COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Yeah. I'm ... l'm glad to see that you want to do some 
agriculture things there rather than just tourism. Is your vision for an agriculture 
activity similar to what we have up in Kula, where we have a Ag Park purchased 
by government that sets aside land that will be kept for farming in perpetuity 
rather than seeing what is happening there with the big land owner, AMFAC, 
selling off the property? 

MASTER MCFARLAND: The land that we want is more for youth community to do 
something instead of sit around or watch TV and stuff. And it also teaches them 
about the Hawaiian culture and it... it prevents dust and everything else. 

COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Thank you. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Jo Anne Johnson. 

VICE-CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes. Thanks, guys for coming from Lahaina. I know it's 
really great to have you here, and I'm glad that all of you-many of these kids 
have been at the youth center and I know that our youth center's kinda small but 
we're ... we're spirited. I want to find out from you guys, if we were to do some 
other things, what kind of ag crops do you see coming about in ... in West Maui? 
What...what would you ... if we're going to plant something, what would you like to 
see there? 

MASTER PEREZ: Just.. .just kinda like the native plants and extinct ones that we don't 
got, uh, stuff like that. 
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VICE-CHAIR JOHNSON: You ... you mean endangered? 

MASTER PEREZ: Yeah. 

VICE-CHAIR JOHNSON: Right? ... (Iaughter) ... 

MASTER PEREZ: Yeah. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. 

COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: And that's my vocabulary. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Mr. Arakawa. 

MASTER MARCHELLO: Like ... like we said, we want to see like taro there, plant taro 
and, um, all the places 'cause West Maui has enough water. The mountains 
have enough water, so we should be able to fill up the taro and plant it and, um, I 
guess, grow it. 

VICE-CHAIR JOHNSON: I know one of the projects we've been working one is maybe 
a native dry-land forest. So, there is some ... some land up there also from 
Kamehameha Schools Bishop Estate. So, I hope you guys are willing to work 
with us and help make that happen. Thank you. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Okay. Mr. Arakawa .... (applause) ... 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: I got a question that's little bit on the tough side. You 
bring up drugs as a concern. How willing are you to talk to your fellow students 
to tell them not to do drugs? Or how ... how do you approach this problem and 
stop it from expanding? 

MASTER MACFARLAND: The only real way we can just stop it from expanding is you 
not doing it. 'Cause you can tell them not to do it and they still will. But if they 
see you or if they go by example, like you don't do it, then maybe they'll follow­
kind of use like reverse peer pressure .... (applause) ... 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Thank you. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. If you'd like to introduce the next group. 

MASTER MCFARLAND: The next group is Paia ... oh, Lanai. ... (Iaughter) ... 
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Pause while the Lanai group approaches the podium. 

MASTER JEREMY PASCUA: Aloha, Council members. We're from Lanai. My name 
is Jeremy Pascua. 

MASTER COSTALES: My name is Jimbon Costales. 

MASTER MARCOM PASCUA: Hi. My name is Marcom Pascua. 

MASTER LOPEZ: My name Kris Lopez. 

MASTER KANNO: My name is Ikaika Kanno. 

MASTER HANOG: My name is Atreyu Hanog. 

MASTER ALCANTARA: My name is Johnson Alcantara. 

MASTER JEREMY PASCUA: Our issues of concern. We feel the four most important 
issues in our community are: There are not enough jobs, the stores close too 
early, the youth center is too small, and there are not enough doctors. Our vision 
by the Year 2005, we see Lanai as being a safe community for youths and 
families, youths getting involved with youth center programs and recreati()nal 
activities and drug-free island with the help of a bigger youth center facility. 

Our mission: These concerns have cause used us to form a mission. At this 
time, the Lanai Youth Center serves at least twenty youth at a time, mostly 
elementary kids. We believe that a bigger youth center that serves at least 200 
youth will help reduce the use of drugs, alcohol, teenage pregnancy among our 
youth of Lanai. Our goals is to enlarge the youth center by writing a letter to 
Riki Hokama and David Murdock requesting a bigger youth center; call Makawao 
Youth Center for steps in getting a bigger youth center building; gather 
information on liability and issues for a skateboard ramps and a basketball court. 

We realize that there are organizations and individuals in this community who 
may be able to assist us, including Lanai High School, student and staff; Lanai 
Company; County Council, Boys and Girls Club; Lion's Club. 

Thank you for hearing our concerns, our visions for the future, and our action 
plans. Gathering together and discussing our concerns and mapping ways to get 
involved to improve our community was just the first step in Youth Vision. We 
hope that you will continue to support us and our involvement in the community. 
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Any questions? 

CHAIR CARROLL: Council members. Mr. Hokama. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. And for you 
representing Lanai, I'm very proud of you to ... that you're here today with us in our 
Council Chambers that also belong to each and every one of you of the Youth 
Conference. I have .. .1 just... I would like you to help us understand two things. 

When I grew up with most of your parents, there was only pineapple, and I'm 
sure your parents told you the days of when we worked in the ... in the pineapple 
fields, and then we moved to tourism. What kind of jobs would you like to see in 
the future for Lanai? 

MASTER JEREMY PASCUA: Like mostly community service, like or after ... after school 
things to do, stuff like that. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Okay. What...what are your thoughts about what kind 
of programs would you like to see in a new youth center facility for people like 
yourselves, age, you know, your age group? What kind of programs help you to 
be a better person for our community? 

MASTER LOPEZ: Like, um, probably like ... like skateboarding stuff and be 
a ... basketball gyms, Whatever, that kind of stuff, yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Do we need more people to help provide maybe 
training and instruction also? 

MASTER LOPEZ: Uh, yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you for being here. I'm very proud of all 
of you. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Mr. Nishiki 

COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: How will you try to get girls from Lanai to come over with 
you the next time? ... (Iaughter). .. I just kidding ... 1 see all boys here, and I'm 
glad that you came. . .. (Iaughter). .. Because I see the next one seems like all 
girls. . .. (Iaughter). .. But, anyway, my ... my question is this. You ... you 
mentioned drugs. You mentioned drugs. You mentioned alcohol. And you 
mentioned possibly a bigger youth center would maybe eliminate this. How easy 
is it to get drugs? And how prevalent is it amongst the youth of your age on 
Lanai? 
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MASTER JEREMY PASCUA: It's like ... it's really ease 'cause like, urn, there's like drug 
operations and stuff like that happen all the time on Lanai. And, urn, the dealer 
just deal to anybody like our age and, yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: And ... and you know for a fact that youth amongst your 
age are using a lot of iton Lanai? 

MASTER LOPEZ: Oh, yeah. 'Cause, uh, like, I don't know, it...it just...you just can tell 
like the difference in their looks and stuff from before-they're like looks ... look 
sicker. . .. (Iaughter) ... 

COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Thank you. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you, Lanai. ... (applause) ... 

MASTER LOPEZ: Paia is next ... oh, Haiku .... (Iaughter) ... 

Pause while the Paia group approaches the podium. 

MISS JOHNSON: Aloha, everyone. My name is Ululani Johnson. I would like to thank 
you for being here to listen to our concerns. My team and I are from Paia and 
Haiku, representing the Paia Youth and Cultural Center and the Boys and Girls 
Club of Maui in Haiku. 

MISS BONOFIGLlO: Hi. My name is Monica Bonofiglio. 

MISS DEPONTE: Hi. My name is Kehaulani DePonte. 

MISS HALL: Hi. My name is Mileka Hall. 

MISS SHORT: Hi. My name is Danielle Short. 

MISS MELEKAI JENSON: Hi. My name is Melekai Jenson 

MISS KEALOHA: I'm Alaka'i Kealoha. 

MISS FRANCO: Chanelle Franco. 

MISS CARROLL: Shayna Carroll. 

MISS MAL LOT: Hi. My name is Brittany Mallot. 
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MISS MOANA JENSON: Hi. My name is Moana Jenson. 

MISS ULULANI JOHNSON: Uh ... here ... our major concerns are: Housing, drugs, public 
transportation, and air pollution. 

Our vision of the future is that by the Year 2010, we see Paia and Haiku as being 
a nice, affordable, drug-free county with public transportation for all and 
absolutely no, urn, pollution. Because of this, we feel that our mission is to 
create a better MauL 

Our goals to accomplish mis ... mission are: 1) focus on the positive, but not the 
negative; 2) we will write letters to our legislators about our concerns; 3) we 
would come together as one to educate others in our community. 

There are some obstacles or challenges that stand between our team and our 
vision. We feel that one of our obstacles is people ignor ... ignorance, people 
refuse to pay attention when community needs to do not directly affect them. We 
will turn this obstacle into an opportunity by having an educational fair that would 
attract people from all different communities in Maui County. 

So, once again, we would like to thank you for hearing our concerns, our vision, 
and our action plan. We hope that you will continue to support us and our 
involvement in community. Mahalo .... (applause) ... 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. 

MISS ULULANI JOHNSON: Any questions? 

CHAIR CARROLL: Council members? Mr. Molina. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yeah. Thank you, Mr. Carroll. How can youths help 
keep our public areas cleaner and reduce pollution? 

MISS ULULANI JOHNSON: Well, we have community services over here and stuff, so 
they can help us. 

MISS MELEKAI JENSON: We have things like, urn, Community Work Day where you 
can go to the beach and pick up litter, and we like our Paia Youth Center has a 
beach cleanup day where one Saturday a month, I think it is, we just dedicate our 
day to clean up the beach. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you. 
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MISS MELEKAI JENSON Uh-huh. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Mr. Arakawa. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: You list here affordable housing in your area. Is it 
your vision that Paia/Haiku, uh, more housing come up in that area or is it your 
vision that that area remain more a rural-type community? How do you intend to 
balance the two-having more affordable housing versus keeping a rural-type 
atmosphere? 

MISS MELEKAI JENSON: Well, urn, there's noting we can do about keeping it rural, 
but, so, if we could 'cause all the houses are so expensive. Like we can't even 
afford to buy it, so if there were to be houses, maybe it could be so we could 
afford them. 'Cause all the houses are now like .. .like Kuau Bay View and all that, 
and that the houses above Malikoare really expensive. So, if we could maybe 
make it so we could afford and not people coming out of, like from the mainland 
coming to ... coming and buying those houses. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Short follow up, Mr. Chairman. So, in your. .. in your 
vision, you would say that, perhaps, we start approving projects that are more the 
affordable, the lower income requirement housing, rather than the upper income 
housing in ... in the Paia/Haiku area? 

MISS MELEKAI JENSON Yup, yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Okay. Thank you. 

COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Chairman. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Mr. Nishiki. i 

II 

COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Yeah. I see this project today wa~ sponsored by the 
Kihei Youth Center. Am I to understand that the ... the general attendance here 
are from youths that are attending a program at the youth cater? 

MISS MELEKAI JENSON: No. They just put it together and we all came from our 
different communities to participate in this Youth Vision. 

COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Mr. Kane. 
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COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you. A lot of times, adults get caught up in thinking 
because we're older, we think we're smarter, so we think we have all the 
answers. So, one of the things about drugs is, we think we know how to deal 
with drugs. And, unfortunately, drugs are still around. So, can you tell us what 
you think, as young folks, what would it take to reduce drugs in a community? 

MISS MELEKAI JENSON: Well, if we had more programs for kids to go that was like 
drug-free, like the youth center, but it was aimed more towards older kids and we 
had more like recreational activities for them, then maybe they would-and if we 
could like, uh, have programs for kids in like schools and talk to them. I don't 
really know. 

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: That's okay. Although you can't answer it completely, I 
want you folks to think about that because, again, we adults think we know it all 
because we're older than you, so we think we know. And you know what, a lot of 
times we don't. We think we do, but we don't. So, that's why it's important that 
you folks are here. Think about those things and see what it would take. Thank 
you very much. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. 

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you, Mr. Chair. ... (applause) ... 

CHAIR CARROLL: I believe that was our last group. 

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: No. One more. 

CHAIR CARROLL: We have an ... one more? 

MISS MELEKAI JENSON: 
... (applause) ... 

Upcountry Youth Center will be going next. 

Pause while the Upcountry group approaches the podium. 

MASTER JOAQUIN: Hello. My name is Iwi Joaquin and I'm representing the Boys and 
Girls Club of Maui of Upcountry, and we just want to thank you guys for letting us 
come here to speak to you. 

MISS HARRELL: Hi. My name is Megan Harrell and I'm representing the Boys and 
Club ... Boys and Girls Club of Maui of Upcountry. 

MASTER ST. JOHN: Hello. My name is Rahm St. John and I attend Kalama 
Intermediate School. 
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MISS KAUHA'AHA'A: Hi. My name is Chassity Kauha'aha'a and I go to Kalama 
Intermediate School. 

MISS TAKAYESU: Hello. My name is Alyse Takayesu and I go to Seabury Hall. 

MASTER BONOFIGLlO: Hi. My name is Mike Bonofiglio and I attend King Kekaulike 
High School. 

MASTER FREITAS: My name is Dyson Freitas. I attend King Kekaulike High School. 

MISS FREITAS: I'm Moani Freitas and I attend Kalama. 

MISS UAIWA: Hi. My name is Shealen Uaiwa and I go Kalama Intermediate School. 

MISS BLOEDON: My name is Malia Bloedon and I go to Seabury. 

MISS MALERBA: Hi. My name is Mikiah Malerba and I go to Seabury also. 

MISS AKANA: Hi. My name is Megan Akana and I go to Kalama School. 

MASTER JOAQUIN: Okay. We represent the Boys and Girls Club of Maui of 
Upcountry, and the Upcountry community. 

During the past couple days, we learned and talked about how we can improve 
our community. First, we brainstormed the problems of our community and voted 
which ones are most important. Problems we came up with were: Drought, teen 
pregnancy, development and public transportation. While discussing solutions to 
these problems, we decided to focus mainly on two problems-drought and teen 
pregnancy. 

Every year, Upcountry has a reoccurrence drought which limits upcountry 
residents to only a certain amount of water use. Not only human residents are 
affected by the drought. Many farmers and ranchers live Upcountry, and with the 
water cutback, the animals are limited too. After a lot of thought and discussion, 
we came up with two solutions. One is to work on passing regulations which 
force hotels, restaurants, and public facilities to conserve water such as having 
ho ... hotels or restaurants install toilets which use less water. Two is to plant 
trees so that with our climate we may have a rain-forest-like environment 
providing us with lots of water, eliminating our drought problem. 

MISS HARRELL: Teen pregnancy is a current problem in Upcountry. A large 
percentage of the King Kekaulike Class of 2000 female boo .. body either had a 
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baby or is pregnant with one. This problem is not one we'd like to continue 
throughout generations. 

We immediately came to the conclusion that teens do not...are not educated 
enough on the subject or don't have egiac ... easy access to protection and birth 
control. 

Our solution to this problem is to have a Planned Parenthood agency Upcountry 
by getting and youth support, and to make protection and birth control more 
alvail...more available. We want to focus, not only educating teens on parenting, 
but also educating parents on the issue. 

Our community is very important to us, and we hope our perspective will help 
impact future generations. Thank you. 

MASTER JOAQUIN: Thank you. 

(?): Do you guys have any questions? 

CHAIR CARROLL: Council members. Mr. Molina. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I'm really glad to see you folks 
are concerned about water, especially in Upcountry Maui.What would you folks 
do as far as ... how would you folks educate younger kids, the kids in the 
elementary school about conserving water? What would you tell them? 

MISS MIKIAH MALERBA: Well, if you just put in the system like starting from a young 
age telling them that water-they need to conserve water in the shower, turning, 
you know, tell 'em that they have to turn the water off when they brush their 
teeth-little things like that make a difference. And then, going on to bigger plans 
that...and educating them of how to make a difference in bigger ways. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Good answers. Thank you. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Ms. Tavares. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yes. Thank you. Thanks you ... thanks for being here 
and participating in this conference. Could I just ask a question-if you just raise 
you hand? How many of you are from Kula? ... (Iaughter). .. Okay. Well, I'm 
glad we have one representative from Kula there. 
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How do you plan to outreach to the youth that are in Kula? I mean, we've heard 
a lot of times that, uh, Upcountry Youth Center is in Makawao and it's difficult for 
the Kula ... Kula youth to participate. How do you respond to that? 

MISS TAKAYESU: I know that Kula Elementary School has an A+ Program that's 
pretty developed. So, that's one way to .. Jor the ... to reach out to them. Urn, also, 
probably a youth center in Kula would work too, 'cause it's kinda far away from 
Makawao. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Thank you. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. 

COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Question. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Oh, I'm sorry, Mr. Nishiki. 

COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: That's all right. Just a general question, and it's too bad 
it a ... well, it's not too bad, it's just you happen to be up there. Do you ... are you 
planning another conference and what would it achieve if you did? And, would 
you attend? 

MISS BLOEDON: I'm not really sure if there are any plans right now for another 
conference, but I think that there probably will be, urn, just because of how well 
this one went. And I would go to another one. 

COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Thank you. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you very much for coming. . .. (applause) .. , At this 
time ... do we have any other groups that's ... let's not leave anybody out over here. 

All right. At this time we have only one person signed up for public testimony. 
Anybody wishing to give public testimony has to come down and sign at the desk 
over here. We are now going to open public testimony. Mike McCormick, a 
parent. Could you please give you name in the microphone. 

Pause while Mr. McCormick approaches the podium. 

MR. MCCORMICK: Thank you, Council members for allowing the youth of Maui County 
to come before you and give you their very important vision. Urn, I was on the 
beach on Lanai, Manele Bay, about a year and a half ago with a group of high 
school kids that went from Maui County to build a greenhouse at the Lanai High 
School. And it was an awesome experience, and after spending two days over 
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there, and that night we got to camp on the beach that's only a place allowed for 
people living on Lanai-we were really welcomed by the people on Lanai. Uh, 
we sat around a campfire and that's were the original seed for the Youth Vision 
was planted. Uh, there's one student that's here, I think, that was at that, 
Jessica Milbourn from Lahaina High School...Lahainaluna, excuse me, but there 
was another person there that took this idea and ran with it. That was Ryan 
Luskin and, uh, Ryan's the one that kept this project alive. And now, it's up to the 
Maui Council and the Mayor to keep this alive. So, I just ask for your continued 
support. Thank you .... (applause) ... 

. . . END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY . .. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Since we have no one else, public testimony is closed. 
Members, this time the Chair will entertain a motion to recommend that the 
matter of the resolution that was presented earlier be deferred until the future 
Human Services and Economic Development meeting to consider the proposed 
resolution. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: No objections. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: No objections. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. 

ACTION: Defer pending further discussion. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Members, do you have any final comments. We have 
only a few minutes and they have to be downstairs. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Mr. Chair. 

CHAIR CARROLL: Ms. Tavares. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yes. Mr. Chair, I do have some final comments, and 
I'll try to keep it brief, and I haven't been participating when each group came up 
because what I have to say pertains to all of the groups. Um, and pardon me 
that we're sitting with our backs to some of you. Just pretend my heads on the 
other way of ... of the, you know, what was that, poltergeist-type of person. I 
applaud all of you for participating in this conference. I think it reassures me that 
our future is in good hands. I used to be concerned that we were going to, you 
know, some place we don't like in a hand basket, and it really pleases me to see 
that we have so many caring and committed people in our community, 
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mo ... ma ... mainly, the youth. I don't know if ... if any of you ar ... of some of you 
know, I was a school teacher for 16 years and worked with youth through most of 
my life in coaching and all different kinds of other concerns or areas. 

I have two things that I would like to share with you. I think one project that you 
could wrap arms around real quickly and have an impact, and somebody alluded 
to it earlier, was our mass-transit or public transportation. We have a form of 
public transportation now in the schools and they're called "those ugly school 
busses" and, uh, people kinda chuckled because the other night in our budget 
meeting, I suggested that we go to the schools and ask the students, "Why is it 
you're not riding the bus?" 'Course I know the answer, 'cause it's ugly . 
. . . (chuckle) .. , So, why don't you guys get together, come up with some ideas 
of how to make bus transportation more attractive in your schools and try to work 
in your schools to bring the ridership up 'cause it's a dismal 30 percent of who's 
eligible, or 35 percent. That's one way you could immediately impact what our 
traffic problems are around the island. I think if you lead by your example, it will 
be a lot easier for adults to follow. Because you know that saying about 
"teaching old dogs new tricks"-that's true. And we're the old dogs, so you gotta 
teach us the new tricks by demonstrating them yourselves. 

The second thing, um, that I want to say is a little harder. Regarding the problem 
of drugs, we have to teach each other how to get over the "Narc Syndrome." 
You know about drugs going on in your families, with some of your friends or in 
your community. You have to be brave and courageous enough to report that­
and I know that's hard. Nobody wants to be a squealer or a stoolie or a Narc. 
Nobody wants to do that, but you have seen the result of people not speaking up 
at the beginning. This is why we have such a horrendous drug problem now-no 
one wants to turn anyone in. I believe that if you want to turn people in or report 
something, and can do it and still remain anonymous, uh, with the Police 
Department. But you folks are closest to the problem as far as among the teens, 
and we ... we adults can't come into the groups and we can't disguise ourselves 
as 15 year olds any more, you know, we won't pass that test, for sure. You folks 
are there and it's affecting you. And I would urge you to talk about this amongst 
your groups of saying that it's not uncool. You're trying to protect yourselves and 
your future and your community. You may have to take unpleasant steps and 
one of them might be to turn somebody in that you know. But if we're going to 
get a handle on the drug problem, we have to stop the usage. If there is no 
demand for drugs, there will be no supply. And it...and it rests with each 
individual. So, 1. .. 1 ask you to ... to.consider that and work on that with your groups 
in school and try to promote that and, I think, you will and you are having a 
significant impact in Maui County and I thank you for that. 
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CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you .... (applause) ... We are out of time. I would like to 
say as Chair of this Committee that I am very proud of all of you. And I will speak 
for this Committee-even though I usually don't speak for Mr. Nishiki-I will 
speak for all of us in saying I feel that all of us are very proud and honored to 
have you with us here today. And I would go so far as to say, all those out there 
in the television audience today, this is recorded live, and it will be shown 
afterwards on Akaku, are very proud of you also. And saying that, this Human 
Services and Economic Development Committee is now adjourned . 
. . . (gave/) . .. 

ADJOURN: 4:20 p.m. 

APPROVED BY: 

7lrth,T~ 
Robert Carroll, Chair . 
Human Services and Economic 

Development Committee 

Transcribed by: Karean Zukeran 
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